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DESIGN A MONUMENT

ACTIVITY

1. Write a 3-4 page essay in which you propose a monument or memorial for your 
hometown. Your essay should address the following questions and topics: 
  a. Describe the monument. What does it look like? What are its dimensions? Does it 
   include words, and if so, what are they? 
  b. What is the intended effect of the monument on its viewer? How might different    
   viewers interpret it differently? 
  c. Where would the monument be located and why? (E.g., a park? In the middle of a      c. Where would the monument be located and why? (E.g., a park? In the middle of a    
   road? In the middle of a town, or near the outskirts? Somewhere different entirely?) 
  d. How does the monument relate to narratives about the Civil War? Does it represent  
   something that is well-known about its location or something that is rarely 
   discussed? Why did you choose this form for your monument? 
  e. What does your proposed monument tell us about monuments more generally?       e. What does your proposed monument tell us about monuments more generally?     
   What version of history is your monument preserving, and what history might it be   
   ignoring or choosing not to tell? 
2. Find a way to represent your idea for the monument visually. Options for the visual 
representation include a sketch, collage, model, or PowerPoint presentation. Students 
will spend approximately 5 minutes presenting their proposed memorial to the class. 
Presentations should include the visual representation of the memorial, and students Presentations should include the visual representation of the memorial, and students 
should explain why they have chosen the design, location, etc. After the presentations 
are over, the class may vote on which proposed monument should be erected.  

ASSESSMENT

1. Before class, students should read Maya Lin’s proposal for the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. They should also complete the How to Read a 
Monument: Design, Form, and Intent lesson, and/or use the Commemorative Cultures 
website (civilwarmonuments.org) to locate three different Civil War monuments and 
primary source documents that describe their design (such as dedication pamphlets, 
speeches, and newspaper articles). 
2. In class, ask students in small groups to close read Maya Lin’s proposal for the 2. In class, ask students in small groups to close read Maya Lin’s proposal for the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., and consider the following questions: 
1) How does Lin think about the monument’s situation within a landscape? 2) How 
does Lin’s soldiers’ memorial resemble and differ from soldier memorials dedicated to 
Civil War veterans? 3) How does Lin want the memorial’s viewer to interact with and 
understand the monument?
3. Ask each student to brainstorm how they might conceive of a new Civil War 
monument, using Lin’s proposal as a guide. Teachers may wish to share examples of monument, using Lin’s proposal as a guide. Teachers may wish to share examples of 
monuments to the Civil War erected in the last few decades, listed under Resources. 
What narratives might students wish to tell with a new monument? What materials 
and landscapes might they choose? Students can expand on their ideas through the 
assessment below.   
   FURTHER READING:  For more on the transition from soldier monuments to modern 
(and postmodern) memorials, see Erika Doss, Memorial Mania: Public Feeling in America 
(University of Chicago Press, 2010).
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